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same Tarpeff, I agree with Gefner, that ft was fo called, qmfi 
Porcus Pifcis, moft nations calling this filh Porcus Marinus^ or 
theSea-fwine. Indeed it refembles a Swine in many partial* 
lars, as the fat, the ftrength of the fnout, Sec, 

A Letter of Francis W\\\o\ro\\hy Efquire 7 0/Augufl: 34, ?6;n 
Containing fame cmjuhraUe Observations about that l^nd nf 
WafpS) called Vefpse Ichneumones 5 efpcciaHy their jevnal 
ways of Breeding and amonp them > that odd way of la'\ in? their 
Evgs in the Bndies of Caterpillars y (§c* J ° 

\ S [remember, MXifers opinion is, that the Mufcaleb* 
/""\ neumones lay rheir Eggs in the bodies of Caterpillars ^ 
which I look upon as very ingenious and true, and muft fub- 
Icribetoit, though I cannot yet abfolutely demonftrate ir s as 
I hoped 1 fhould have done before this. " Thefe hhmurnmes 
have all four wings, Antenna like Bees 5 their body hanging 
to their breaft by a {lender ligament, as in Wafps ; moft. if 
not all, haveftings, and are made of a maggot, thatfpins her 
fclf a Ikca before (he turns into a Nytnpba. There is great 
variety of them; Some breed, as Bees do, laying an Fg<r, 
which produced) a maggot, which they feed ti«l it comes a> 
irs full growth: Others, asweguefs, thruft in their Eggs into 
plants, the bodies of living caterpillars, nvggots, &c? For, 
it is very furprizing to obferve, that a great Caterpilla^mftead 
of being changed into a Butterfly (according to the ufual 
courfe of nature-; ) fhould produce fometimes one,fometimes 
two or three, and fometimes a whole fivsrm of hhneumones* I 
haveobftrved this Anomalous produdfton in a great many 
fhrtscf Caterpillars, both hairy,and fmooth; in levers! fbrrs 
of maggots, and, which is moft ftrange, in one Water- in fed*. 
When there come many of thefc Ichneumon maggots out of 
the body of the fame C.ucrp : !iar, they weave all \hetr Thecat 
together into one bunch, which is fometimes round with web 
about icjuft like a bag of Ipiders Eggi h but 1 dare venture to 
anfwer lA.UJler's \oth Quare pag^i;2» of the phtl.Tranu 11c- 
gativety, that none of them feed upon fpiders Esjgs. but it is 
the fimi'itude of thofc Thecal, conglobated together, to 

S s s * the 



( «.8o ) 

tfce Eggs of Spiders, that hath occasioned the conjecture* 
One of the green Caterpillar$ D common in the Heaths in the 
Nortbuwent fo tar on to her natural change 5 that Die made her 
felf up into a great brown Theca, almofl of the fliape of a bot- 
tle 5 which was filled with a fwarm of lchneumones* And I 
have obferved in one or two other forts^ that from the very 
Amelia it- felf hath come an Ichneumon * which is very odd 3 that 
the Caterpillar, Hung and impregnated by the ichneumons^ 
fhould be yet fo far unhurt, and unconcerned, as to make her 
felf zTbeca^nd to be turned into m Amelia* 

I have often feen a great Ichneumm dragging a Caterpillar 
in the high- way. This year MrJFroy, in company with ano- 
ther ingenious neighbour, obferved one haling a large green 
caterpillar much bigger than her felf, which after fhe had 
drawn the length of a pearch, fhe kid down, and then takes 
out a little pellet of Earth, with which fhe had flopped the 
mouth of a fmal! hole like a worm-hole ; then fhe goes down 

into it, and flaying a verjMittle comes up again, and draws the 

ot^ down with her into the hole, and there leaves her 5 and 
afterwards not only flops but fills up (he FIoIe 5 -fometiraes 
carrying in little clods, and fometimes fcraping duft with her 
fee:, - and throwing it backwards into the hole, going down 
after 3 her fel(y to ram it clofe. Once or twice (lie flew up into 
a Pine-tree, which grew juft over her hole, perhaps to fetch 
Cement ; When the hole was full and even with thefuperfi* 
cies of the ground about ir 5 flie draws two Pine-tree-leaves 3 
and lays them near the mouth of the hole, and flyes away. Not 
taking notice that file came any more in three or four days, 
we digged for the Caterpillar* and found k pretty deep* I put 
k into a box, expedljg it would have produced an Ichneumon^ 
but it dried away and nothing came of it* We lately obfer* 
ved a fort of Ichneumons &T rather vefpa, which prey upon feve^ 
ral forts of fiyes ; when they fly with them, they hold them by 
the heads, and carry them under their bellies* The/e make 
holes a great depth in the ground 5 in which they lay their 
young, and feed them with the flies they catchxreeping back* 
wards into the ground, and drawing the flies after them. 
1 fufpect they may at fir ft lay their Eggs in the very body of a 
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fly ? but one fly being not enough to bring the young one to 
its full growth, they feed it with more : Their ihecas are at 
laft all covered over with the wings^iegs, and other fragments 
of flies* 

A Letter of Mr .Martin Lifter 5 written at Tor\ Augufi: 2$ 167 \ ¥ 
conjirmingtbe Obfervation in JN° 74. about Mush^fented InfeUs i 
adding (ome Notes upon D.Swammerdam's^o^ of InfeUs.and 
on that of Ad, Steno toncerning Petrify d Shells* 

SIR, 

Have obferved the two Infed:s,which Mr, J{ay fatth^ fmeif 
_ ofMuskj which indeed they do in an high degree. The 
[mall Bees are very frequent in the Wooles in Lincoln- fair e^nd 
about the latter end of April are to be found in paftures and 
meadows, upon the early-blown flowers of a fort of Ranuncu- 
lus 9 as You have been rightly informed; but it is fomething 
improper to fay Bees feed on flowers ; And Lkewife the fame 
Bees are no iefs frequent on the flowers of Dens Lewis, &c* 
The fweet Beetle^ is a very large Infe<3: 3 and well known about 
Cambridge. All the trials 1 have made to preferve them w.ih 
their fmeil, have proved ineffectual: For, both forts of t/Vfe 
Infedts will of themfelves in a very few weeks become alrncft 
quite fent-lefs* Tothefe I (hall add another fweec-fmeiln g 
Infedfc, which is a Hexapode-worm feeding on Gallium lu- 

teum. 

The Obfervation of the Vefpa lchneumones y as it hath rela- 
tion to Spiders, I willingly referve for other Papers: \et I 
may tell you in general^ that this kind of Jnfe<3: is one of the 
greateft puzzels in nature ; there being few EKCrefcenc.es of 
Plants 5 and very many births of lnfjdtsj wherein thefe 
flender Wafps after divers ftrange ways are cone rned. 

Though I be at prefent from my Books, yet I well remein* 
ber the pa(Tage 3 which TAvJVilloughby refers you 
to m Mufjet *. And he is well able to judge, * see n mh; 
whether the Observation be made upon the fame 74« ;.«2.i. 
fore of InfecSt* I conceive it a fault not con- 
iiitent with Ingenious Spirits, to pafs by in filence the Induftr/ 
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